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March 19, 2020 
 
Lamphere Families, 
 
We sincerely thank you for your patience, flexibility and understanding as we are in unprecedented 
times in the State of Michigan. I’m so proud of our Lamphere families who have come together to 
support one another.  In a few short days we have provided online resources to our students, 
distributed Chromebooks to families who need devices, and distributed more than 5,000 meals to 
children in need.  
 
The outpouring of care among our Lamphere families has been remarkable!  I’m touched by the 
creative ways that people have come up with to connect with each other in these challenging times 
and I encourage all of us to continue to reach out to one another.  
 
One week ago, all K-12 Schools in the State of Michigan were closed by the Governor’s order.  At 
this time, Lamphere Schools, and all school-related events, continue to be closed until April 13th 
following our established Spring Break.  Childcare will be closed through April 6, resuming on 
Tuesday, April 7.  Please know that this is what we know as of today at this time and that things 
have and are changing rapidly. 
 
The two big questions that everyone is asking ... 
Will the school year be extended? 
Will the school closure be extended? 
 
I participated in another conference call with Superintendents, state officials and the Governor this 
morning. The answer to these questions is that we simply do not know at this time and we have 
been assured that we will be updated as the information becomes known.  There are many other 
specific questions that we have been gathering which have been shared on our district website: 
http://lamphereschools.org/district_info/school_closure_information/faqs 

We know that our teachers provide your students with amazing learning opportunities every day at 
school and they cannot be replicated with an online experience.  Our goal is to provide meaningful 
enrichment opportunities online for our students. Since we cannot guarantee equal access, 

http://lamphereschools.org/district_info/school_closure_information/faqs


students are encouraged to engage in the online activities but are not required to do so and 
therefore no work will be graded during this time.   

As a reminder, we are planning on two more food distributions for families in need with children 
under the age of 18, at Lamphere High School on Monday, March 23 and Monday, March 30 from 
10:00 to 11:00 a.m.  

The safety of our families and staff is our #1 priority.  While staff is working to provide educational 
resources for your children, we encourage you to take the time to meet your children’s emotional 
needs as well. Please know that your teachers and administrators care about you and your 
children.  We miss you and can’t wait to reconnect in person but until then, keep reaching out to 
each other. If you need anything don’t hesitate to contact your teachers and administrators. 

We will continue to communicate with you as we receive information. 
 
 
In the meantime,  stay well and keep in touch, 
 
 
Dale Steen 
Superintendent 
The Lamphere Schools 
 

 

  
  

 

Lamphere Schools would like to continue connecting with you via email. If you prefer to be removed from our list, 
please contact Lamphere Schools directly. To stop receiving all email messages distributed through our 
SchoolMessenger service, follow this link and confirm: Unsubscribe 

SchoolMessenger is a notification service used by the nation's leading school systems to connect with parents, 
students and staff through voice, SMS text, email, and social media. 
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